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	First modification


[bookmark: _Toc532836878]6.2	Design pattern for attribute and attribute field selection
6.2.1	Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This design pattern allows to select the attributes to be returned by the GET method. This pattern is not applicable to any other HTTP methods.The attributes to be returned are specified in the query part of the URI with a key value pair. The key is "fields", the value is equal to the attribute names separated by a comma.This design pattern allows to specify attributes of resources selected by the target URI and scoping and filtering.
Often attributes have no scalar values but are complex structured data types with an own hierarchy. In this case it may be desirable to identify not only the complete attribute but also attribute fields.
The attributes or attribute fields to be returned shall be specified in the query part of the URI.
Attribute selection or attribute field selection may be supported by the HTTP GET method. It is not applicable to any other method.
For constructing the response not selected attributes and attribute fields are removed from the resource representation.
6.2.2	Query parameters for attribute and attribute field selection
In case only complete attributes are retrieved the name of the query parameter shall be "attributes". The value of "attributes" shall be a list of the names of the attributes to be selected. Attribute names are separated by a comma (",").
An empty "attributes" query parameter is allowed and has the special meaning that no attributes shall be returned, except for the naming attribute "id".
In case it shall be possible to select attribute fields the syntax of JSON Pointer in JSON String Representation [14] shall be used. The context resource for the construction of the JSON Pointer is the resource identified by the target URI. When multiple attribute fields shall be selected the corresponding JSON Pointer String Representations shall be separated by a comma (","). The name of the query parameter shall be "fields".
	End of modificatios



